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Before the concert, | am sorry | don’t speak Japanese yet.

But before the concert, | want to say just a few words.

First, it's a great pleasure for me to open the 18th edition of the Spring Festival in Tokyo, and | want to congratulate the
organizer of this wonderful festival.

Second thing, it's very difficult, as | say that from the podium of Chicago Symphony Orchestra few days ago, it’s very
difficult for us, and especially for the young musicians to play music in a dramatic situation in the world. Then | am
thinking, of course to Ukraine.

Music brings, or supposes to bring harmony, beauty, peace, as brotherhood, as Beethoven put in music. It’s difficult to
play music when we know in the meantime when innocent people are killed. And other people take away from women and F E S TIVA L
men and children, freedom, integrity, dignity.

In any case music must go on. lN TOKYO

And the fact that you are here, despite the difficult situation, And | experienced with you a strong earthquake, but still you i* % = % %

are here. And we will play for you, we will play for people of Ukraine and all the people in the world that are suffering.

You know, am sure that many of you, know the music of Verdi, Giuseppe Verdi and Simon Boccanegra, Simone cries and _
says,
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